VICEEOYS  OF INDIA
suited. Five years later he was promoted to the House of
Lords as Lord Willingdon, being then appointed a Lord
in Waiting.
In 1913 he was made Governor of Bombay, where his
friendly and straightforward qualities in council and his
abilities at outdoor sports at once made him an outstanding
success. In the following year he lost his eldest son in the
First World War. Five years later lie was transferred as
Governor to Madras, where he was as well liked us he had
been in Bombay. In both presidencies he was much
helped by his active and attractive wife, whom he called
his "constant inspiration and encouragement/' and he
was generally considered, both in India arid at home, as an
ideal Governor. In 1924 he was the Delegate for India at
the Geneva Conference; and on finishing his term at Madras
he was advanced to a viscountcy. In 1952(5 Willingdon wan
sent as head of a mission to China to settle the terms of the
Boxer Indemnity* He travelled by way of Canada, where
his father-in-law had built the Grand Trunk Railway, and
had then to traverse much of the Chinese iSmpire, moving
between South and North to visit the rival War Lords
and crossing their frontiers under heavy escorts. While
he was in China he received the offer of the Governor-
Generalship of Canada; and on his return to England he
was made a G.C,M.Gr,
Willingdon was now a man of sixty, but very young for
his age, a tried and experienced officer of the Crown, His
work in the Dominion was facilitated by the new system
under the Statute of Westminster of having a High Com-
missioner in Ottawa who was responsible for all official
communications with the various departments in White-
hall, so that the Governor-General became only the
constitutional representative of the Sovereign, This was
followed by the exchange of diplomatic envoys between
Canada and the United States and other countries*
In 1927 the Diamond Jubilee of the Canadian Federation
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